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Creative Destruction 
Art in the People’s Republic, 1964–1979



Sun Zixi (b. 1929), In Front of Tiananmen [1964]* 



Mao Zedong: 
Standard Portrait 2 

[1953]



Xie Zhiguang (1900–1976) 
Warmly Love 

Chairman Mao 
[1955]



Socialist Education Movement (1962–1966)



Qian Daxin (b. 1922) 
Walk the Road of Dazhai 

[1965]



Ha Qiongwen (b. 1925) 
Study the Spirit of 

Daqing [1965]



Ha Qiongwen (b. 1925) et al., Fully engage in the movement to increase production and 
practice economy to set off a new upsurge in industrial production [1965]



Ha Qiongwen (b. 1925) 
Transform Intellectuals 
Through Labor [1965]



The East is Red 
[1965]



Mao Zedong: 
Standard Portrait 3 

[1959]



Big-character posters at Peking University [May 1966]



Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, 1966–1976



[August 18, 1966]



Shen Yaoyi (b. 1943), Advancing through the Storm in the Footsteps of Chairman Mao [1966]*



CAFA Red Guards, 
Destroy the Old World, 
Establish the New World 

[1967]*



[1966]



[1966]



Yan Han (1916–2011) 
Book Collecting Stamp 

[ca. 1985]



[1967]



[1967]



[1967]



[1967]



[1967]



[1968]



Go to the Countryside 
and Border Areas Where 
We are Most Needed for 

the Homeland [1970]



Shen Yaoding (b. 1941), Long Live the Victory of 
Chairman Mao’s Proletarian Revolutionary Line 

[1968]*



Invincible Mao Zedong Thought Illuminates the Revolutionary Arts Theatre [1969]



Liu Chunhua (b. 1944) 
Chairman Mao Goes to Anyuan 

[1967]*





Zheng Shengtian (b. 1938) et al., Man’s World is Mutable, Seas Become Mulberry Fields [1967]*



Zheng Shengtian in Hangzhou, 1967



Hangzhou, 1967



Tang Xiaohe (b. 1941), Follow Closely Our Great Leader Chairman Mao: 
Ride the Wind, Cleave the Waves, Fearlessly Forge Ahead [1972]*



[July 16, 1966]







Shen Jiawei (b. 1948) 
Standing Guard for Our Great Homeland 

[1974]*







Zhou Shuqiao (b. 1938), Willow in Spring Wind [1974]*



Chen Yanning (b. 1945) 
New Doctor in the 

Fishing Village [1974]*



Chen Yanning (b. 1945), Learn Lu Xun’s Revolutionary Spirit [1974]



Xu Kuang (b. 1938), Poems on the Grassland [1975]*



Be a Person Like Her 
[1971]





Death of Lin Biao [September 13, 1971]



Campaign to Criticize 
Lin Biao and Confucius 

[1974]



Rehabilitation of Deng Xiaoping [1974]



Mourning Zhou Enlai [April 5, 1976]







Death of Mao Zedong [September 1976]



Arrest of the Gang of Four [October 1976]



Li Xiaobin (b. 1955) 
The Person Who 
Appealed to the 
Central Authority 

[1977]



Gao Xiaohua (b. 1955), Why? [1978]*





Cheng Conglin (b. 1954), A Snowy Day in 1968 [1979]*




