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Warring States period (476–221 BCE)



Tomb of the First Emperor of Qin (259–210 BCE)





Army of the First Emperor of Qin





Qin dynasty (221–206 BCE)



Han dynasty (206 BCE–220 CE)



Three Kingdoms period (220–280)



Western Jin dynasty (265–316)



Eastern Jin dynasty (317–420)



Northern and Southern Dynasties I (420–534)



Northern and Southern Dynasties II (534–589)



Sui dynasty (581–618)



Tang dynasty (618–907)



Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms period (907–960)



Southern Song dynasty (1127–1279)



Yuan dynasty (1271–1368) [Mongol Empire]



Ming dynasty (1368–1644)



Qing dynasty (1644–1911)



People’s Republic of China (1949–present)



















CORE PROVINCES

• Shandong ⼭東 = “East of the Mountains” (Taihang Mountains = Taihangshan 太⾏⼭)

• Shanxi (Shānxi) ⼭西 = “West of the Mountains”

• Shaanxi (Shǎnxi) 陕西 = “West of the Pass”

• Hebei 河北 = “North of the [Yellow] River” (Yellow River = Huanghe ⿈河)

• Henan 河南 = “South of the [Yellow] River”

• Hubei 湖北 = “North of the Lake” (Lake Dongting = Dongtinghu 洞庭湖)

• Hunan 湖南 = “South of the Lake”



CORE PROVINCES

• Guangdong 廣東 = “Eastern Guang” (Pearl River = Yuejiang 粵江 “Yue River”)

• Guangxi 廣西 = “Western Guang”

• Yunnan 雲南 = “South of the Clouds”

• Sichuan 四川 = “Four Rivers”

• Jiangxi 江西 = “West of Jiang(nan)” (Yangzi River = Changjiang ⾧江 “Long River”)

• Zhejiang 浙江 = “Zhe River” (historical name of Qiantang River 錢塘江)

• Jiangsu 江蘇; Fujian 福建; Anhui 安徽; Gansu ⽢肅



Jiangnan 江南 region = “South of the [Yangzi] River”
[Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui]



MAJOR CITIES

• Beijing [Peking] 北京 = “Northern Capital”

• Nanjing 南京 = “Southern Capital”

• Xi’an 西安 = (formerly Chang’an ⾧安, eastern terminus of the Silk Road)

• Shanghai 上海 = “[City] on the Sea”

• Hangzhou 杭州 (southern terminus of the Grand Canal)

• Suzhou 蘇州 (on Lake Tai  = Taihu 太湖 “Great Lake”) 

• Wuhan 武漢 (on Yangtze River in central China, transportation hub)

• Guangzhou 廣州 = [Canton]



Matteo Ricci (1552–1610)



Life and Works of Confucius (551–479 BCE), 1687



Naitō Konan (1866–1934)







Ren Xiong 任熊 (1823-1857)

Zhu Yuanzhang (1328–1398) 
Hongwu emperor (r. 1368–1398) [Ming dynasty]



Zhu Di (1360–1424) 
Yongle emperor (r. 1402–1424) [Ming dynasty]



Portrait of an official in front of the Forbidden City 
Ming dynasty, ca. 1550



Xu Yang (active at court 1751–1776), Prosperous Suzhou (section) [1759]





Portrait of Tanibu 
[1760]





Three Feudatories Rebellion (1673–1681)



Kangxi emperor (r. 1662–1723) [Qing dynasty]



Portrait of Kangxi 
reading in his study 

[1699]



Yongzheng as Mi Fu (1051–1107) 
[ca. 1730]

Kangxi with calligraphy brush and ink 
[ca. 1680]



Giuseppe Castiglione (1688–1766), Inauguration Portraits of the 
Qianlong Emperor, the Empress, and Eleven Imperial Consorts: 

Mind-Picture of a Well-Governed and Tranquil Reign [1736]



Portrait of Qianlong 
on horseback in 

ceremonial armor 
[1758]



Qianlong as the 
Bodhisattva Manjushri 

[1755]



Xu Yang (active at court 1751–1776), The Qianlong Emperor’s Southern 
Inspection Tour: Crossing the Grand Canal at Dezhou (section) [1770]



Xu Yang (active at court 1751–1776), The Qianlong Emperor’s Southern Inspection Tour: 
Water Control Measures at the Confluence of the Huai and Yellow Rivers  (section) [1770]




